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efforts have over time improved food safety considerably, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has
recently estimated that 1 in 6 Americans suffers from foodborne illness annually, resulting in 128,000
hospitalizations and 3,000 deaths per year, most of which are preventable. The public health consequences of
foodborne illness remain significant. The impact reaches well beyond the number of cases. Foodborne illnesses
result in billions of dollars in medical costs, as well as significant economic losses to the food industry when
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require large recalls, and diminish demand. American consumers have high expectations for the safety of the
food supply. While all risks will never be eliminated, the public rightfully expects that the government and the
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government has taken important steps to protect an increasingly complex food supply. In March 2009,
President Obama created the Food Safety Working Group...
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