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Governance is more than an extensively used buzzword of
social science literature over the last 20 years. Even though its
manifestations have actually existed since the origin of human
social thinking, it was not until recently that the concept was
adopted, based on an understanding of the genuine realm of
governance, encompassing the various facets of its existence.
Consequently, work on governance reflects the interest of the
social science community in a shifting pattern of governing
styles (Stoker 1998). It is this vast array of phenomena related
to governance, which creates confusion and misperception
about its actual meaning. Rhodes (1997, 52) points to this
problem as it 'would seem that governance has too many
meanings to be useful'. Systemic, managerial, political and
further dimensions of governance compete for a functional
definition. Hereby, the meaning is often fitted to a context
which does not reduce its ambiguity. Hence, academic
literature on governance is eclectic and...
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