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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Illustrated. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.We may credit Miss Mary E. Wilkins s brilliant study of the
peculiar people who inhabit that New England village, they are all made on this poet s pattern. They brood over
their wrongs for a lifetime. If they have said a thing, they cannot take it back, though the happiness of their life
be at stake. They are the slaves of their own wills: which adds a new complication to the already maddening
free-will puzzle. They cannot go out of their groove; and a man will court a girl a quarter of a century without
proposing unless something extraordinary happens to give him the idea. If, by chance, the girl is out on one
occasion, that interrupts his groove altogether, and he never comes again. There is a world of minute
observation in Miss Wilkins s study of these monotonous people, these slow, obdurate, granitic Puritans, who
have the virtues of their sturdy stock as well as its defects. I know scarcely any other writer who gives so vivid a
sense of life, whose vision is so microscopic and so true. Though no doubt Miss Wilkins uses her material
artistically, striking as she does with equal hand the chords of humor and pathos, I find it no strain to believe in
the actuality of her dramatis persona. Everybody must know cases of long standing sulks, though few of us
may have acquaintance with a whole village thus infected. This monotony of mood is depressing to the reader
of Pembroke, who would like to shake each of the characters in turn as they go about spoiling one another s
lives. Miss Wilkins has hitherto been known as...
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