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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. [.] A little above us, among the olive-trees, two blue-clothed peasants,
man and woman, were gathering the fruit--from some such couple, no doubt, our friend in the bowler hat had
sprung; more virile and adventurous than his brothers, he had not stayed in the home groves, but had gone
forth to drink the waters of hustle and commerce, and come back--what he was. And he, in turn, would beget
children, and having made his pile out of his Anglo-American hotel would place those children beyond the
coarser influences of life, till they became, perhaps, even as our selves, the salt of the earth, and despised him.
And I thought: I do not despise those peasants--far from it. I do not despise myself--no more than reason; why,
then, despise my friend in the bowler hat, who is, aIer all, but the necessary link between them and me? I did
not despise the olive-trees, the warm sun, the pine scent, all those material things which had made him so thick
and strong; I did not despise the golden, tenuous imaginings which the trees and rocks and sea were starting in
my own spirit. Why, then, despise the skittle-alley, the gramophone, those [.].
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