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illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: . . . of all, however, is the news from the colonel, just published by the Asiatic Society.
He writes, that he prepared and sent o  some months ago a careful narrative of his proceedings, but the mail
was plundered on its way oy the Anezeh Arabs, and the whole of the foreign correspondence distributed among
these marauders, who are said to be now wearing the unknown Babylonish characters as amulets. In the brief
account since forwarded, we road of the discovery of additional historical records, which fill up gaps in the
former results; and of a splendid rain, named Abu Shahrein, in Southern Chaldea, apparently full of marbles
and sculptures. Thus another mine of antiquities appears to be opening; but, besides this, Colonel Rawlinson
describes what he calls his real treasurehouse of discovery; he says, I have found fragments of alphabets,
syllabaria, and explanations of ideographic signs. In one place, a table of notation, giving the phonetic readings
of all the signs, and showing that the Assyrians counted by sixties, as well as by hundreds, in exact agreemeut
with the soss, sar, and ner, of Berosus. Among the tablets, there are also geographical dissertations, explaining
the ideographic signs for conntries and cities, designating their products, and describing their position; the
same with the principal Asiatic rivers and mountains. Again, there are treatises on weights and measures,
divisions of time, points of the compass, and c. There is an almanac for twelve years, which seems to form a
cycle...
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